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Meeting Minutes – August 11, 2020 

Parish Council Virtual Zoom Meeting 

St. Kenneth Vision Statement: “To become an increasingly welcoming and inclusive parish 
Centered in the Gospel of justice, love and compassion.” 

 
Brian Owens called the Parish Council meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Members Participating:  Father Tom Belczak, Bob Bobrowski, Jim Bourdganis, John Dankert, Tracey 
Emmanuel, Joe Henderson, Mike Hennen, Kristen Holt, Brad Neilson, Rich Noelke, Brian Owens, Carol 
Parker, Tom Thomas and Judy Torosian 
 
Absent: Deacon Denny DeVooght 
 
1. Opening Prayer:  Brian Owens 
2. Approval of the Minutes:  Motion by Brad Neilson and seconded by Bob Bobrowski to approve the 

May 12, 2020 minutes.  Motion passed. 
3. Administrative Updates: 

● Brad Nielson wished Rich Noelke a Happy Birthday. 
 

● Feedback from Parishioners – General Input:  Comments from people concerned about the 
church not being open after daily mass.  But with the office closed, cannot leave the church 
unattended. Need consistency between Flocknotes email version and the text version to 
coordinate information. Office will be opening soon.  Fr. Tom hopes to offer YouTube mass until 
the end of the year to make it easier for people who have compromised immune systems.  Mass 
attendance:  Week-end of May 30/31 had 96 total people.  Week-end of August 8/9 had 314 
total people.  Attendance is up and average is around 280 per week-end. YouTube  viewing is 
strong with about 1,500 viewers regularly. Investigating live streaming mass.  
 

4. New/Continuing Business: 
 

A. Brad Neilson—East Side Landscaping and Maintenance  
○ Landscaping and grading on East side of Church 
○ Improve drainage away from the building and drainage swale to the storm water sewer 

system.   
○ Hope to improve curb appeal with new sign.  Plymouth Township won’t allow moving 

message signs so will develop three static panels – one for Christmas, one for Easter and 
one for Ordinary time to display mass times/messages. 

○ Repair irrigation on West elevation 
○ Irrigate North edge of property 
○ Several Capital Improvements are proposed: 

■ Remove dead trees and replace with ground-based landscaping 
■ Replace parking lot lights with LED lighting 
■ Parking lot is in good shape but need to perform maintenance, including seal 

coat and restriping 
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■ Correct Southeast side driveway that floods (this is due to catch basins with old 
silt filters which are plugged – cannot correct until final inspection that required 
the input of the silt filters)  

■ Landscaping will be about $175,000 
■ Maintenance – mainly of Social Hall will be about $18,000 
■ Total -- $193,000 

○ Motion by Neilson and seconded by Tom Thomas to approve Capital and Maintenance 
expenses of $193,000 as previously presented to the Parish Finance Commission and 
the AOD.   

■ Discussion:  Rich Noelke shared that the funds are available.  There was a 
$60,000 year-end deficit at the end of 2019-20 fiscal year.  This was due to nine 
months of usual church receipts and three months of scaled-back receipts due 
to the Covid Shelter-at-Home rules.  But due to on-line collections of $44,000 
per month and in church and mail-in collections of $12,000-$15,000 per week; 
collections are rising.  Over-all collections are down about $16,000-$17,000.  
The CSA 2020 target was reduced by the AOD from $206,000 to $174,000 
(about 15%) to accommodate the reduction in collections by all churches in the 
AOD.  Carol Parker suggested contacting Eagle Scouts to ask for help on needed 
projects but Owens advised that the request for help from Eagle Scouts has 
increased and projects/programs must be submitted to determine if help is 
available. 

○ Motion passed. 
○ Owens asked about ongoing technical issues with the sound board. Neilson noted that 

we switched to Bluetooth and that should help.  
B. Parish Council Elections – Three council members have three-years terms that are ending:  

Tracey Emmanuel, Joe Henderson and Carol Parker.   
○ Motion by Owens and seconded by Jim Bourdganis to suspend selections to 2021 for 

one year to allow parish life to stabilize and those who need to leave will be replaced 
by alternates.  One year of parish council service will be added to each person’s term, 
including alternates. 

■ Discussion:  Because of the Shelter-at-Home rules and the reduced week-end 
mass attendance, the annual parish picnic and time & talent sharing will not 
take place this fall of 2020.  Although people could volunteer on-line to join 
council, it is less likely to get enough candidates.  The three members who have 
three-year terms ending were canvassed and the only person who cannot 
remain on council is Carol Parker.  Her seat will be filled by an alternate. Fr. Tom 
said we will make selections for Chairman, Vice Chair and Secretary at the 
September meeting.  

○ Motion passed. 
C. Transitioning all Religious Ed to the FRE Family Religious Education? 

○ Letters went out to families with school-aged children because schools had not decided 
whether to return yet. Two-pronged return is proposed on Monday-Tuesday-
Wednesday with increased length of class from one hour to one- and one-half hours and 
reduced number of students per catechists in each room.  If we have to shut down, we 
will go to FRE (virtual model).  This follows the CDC guidelines.  Every student needs 18 
square feet of area.  Students will be dropped off by parents/guardians who will give 
their cell number.  If the student shows signs of illness after being dropped off, the 
parents/guardians will be contacted to return and pick up the student.  Parents can pick 
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up the student packets in September.  Classes may start in the Solanus Casey room in 
October (during masses).  The goal is to have in-class opportunities. 

○ “Unleash the Gospel, not the germs” floor placards will be spaced to focus on 6-foot 
distancing, create one-way halls and entrances,  and masks will be required. 

○ Caution will be used when selecting catechists to avoid people with compromised 
immune systems. 

D. Families of Parishes – Due to the clergy shortages:  218 parishes and 246 priests (73 priests are 
between ages 60-70) the AOD is focusing on shared services among groups of parishes that will 
become families of parishes.  The AOD estimates that there will be 84 less priests in ten years.  
The ArchBishop will turn 75 in 2023.  Seek other ways to minister and promote fiscal 
independence.  We need to continue to Unleash the Gospel.  The goal is to join 3-6 parishes that 
are close in proximity that can share services – half by July 2021 and half by 2022.  The proposed 
family of parishes with St. Kenneth are:  Our Lady of Victory, St. Edith and St. Collette.  This will 
help with limited finances and with limited priests who can work together without blurring each 
parish’s independence.   St. Edith and Our Lady of Victory both have schools. 

 
Commission/Council Reports: 

● Christian Service – John Dankert advised that he had no added information beyond his earlier 
emailed report, but wanted to thank Jim and Gayle Snider for all that they have accomplished 
during this pandemic. 

● Stewardship  
o Fundraising—No representative. 
o Facilities– Brad Neilson had nothing to add. 

● Finance – Rich Noelke had nothing to add 
● Worship—Fr. Tom advised that the numbers in church will likely remain low until a vaccine is 

developed. 
 
Building Project Update—Brad Neilson advised that what he had to say was covered by the proposed 
motion.  Feedback from those watching mass from their homes is that everyone loves the new stained-
glass windows. 
 
Father Tom’s Prerogative:   

● Fr. Tom has nothing to add. 
 

Upcoming meetings schedule: 
● September 8, 2020 – Opening prayer:  Judy Torosian; Closing prayer:  Mike Hennen 
● October 13, 2020 
● November 10, 2020 
● December 8, 2020 

 
Closing Prayer:  Fr. Tom  
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 


