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The Covid-19 crisis has severely disrupted our normal schedule of meetings and

activities for more than three months; however it is time to begin to slowly resume some

parish activities.  We will offer our Baptism Preparation Class later this month for all parents

who have recently been blessed with the birth of a child. We offer this class every other

month, so plan ahead if you are planning a baptism prior to September 2020.  We ask that all

parents participate in the class prior to scheduling the baptism of their child.  Please call the parish office to

register for this class 734-420-0288 x10 and leave a message – we will return the call in a timely fashion and look

forward to celebrating with your family in the months to come. 

The following article was written by Father Ron Rolheiser, an Oblate Priest and spiritual writer. I hope that it might

cause you to think . . .

the Demands of Phones and computers

A comedian recently quipped that today’s information technologies have effectively rendered a number of

things obsolete, most notably phone-books and human courtesy. That’s also true for human rest.

Today’s information technologies (the internet, email, software programs like Facebook, mobile phones,

IPhones, pocket computers, and the like) have made us the most informed, efficient, and communicative people

ever. We now have the capability, all day, every day, of accessing world events, world news, whole libraries of

information, and detailed accounts of what our families and friends are doing at any moment. That’s the positive

side of the equation.

Less wonderful is what this is doing to our lives, how it is changing our expectations, and robbing us of the

simple capacity to stop, shut off the machines, and rest. As we get wrapped up more and more in mobile phones,

texting, email, Facebook, and the internet in general, we are beginning to live with the expectation that we must

be attentive all the time to everything that’s happening in the world and within the lives of our families and

friends. The spoken and unspoken expectation is that we be available always—and so too others. We used to send

each other notes and letters and expect a reply within days, weeks, or months. Now the expectation for a reply is

minutes or hours, and we feel impatient with others when this expectation is not met and guilty inside of

ourselves when we can’t meet it.



And so we are, daily, becoming more enslaved to and more compulsive in our use of mobile phones and the internet.

For many of us it is now existentially impossible to take off a day, let alone several weeks off, and be on a genuine holiday or

vacation. rather the pressure is on us to constantly check for texts, emails, phone messages, and the like; and the

expectation from our families, friends, and colleagues is precisely that we are checking these regularly. The sin-du-jour  is to

be, at any time, unavailable, unreachable, or non-communicative.

Can we step off the treadmill of phones and computers on Sundays and be genuinely available to celebrate Sabbath?

But the rhythm of time as god designed it is meant to give us, regularly, weekly, some time off the wheel, some

“Sabbath-time” when ordinary life, ordinary pressures, ordinary work, and ordinary expectations are bracketed and we give

ourselves permission to stop, to shut things down, and to rest. Today, nowhere is this more appropriate and urgent than in

regards to our use of phones, notebooks, and computers. They, more than anything else, constitute regular time, servile

work, and the occupations and preoccupations from which the commandment to keep holy the Sabbath ask us to refrain.

I know a woman who works for her church, as does her husband. Since they are both in ministry, they need to work on

Sunday mornings and often into the afternoon as well. So they begin celebrating the Sabbath late afternoon on Sunday. here

is how she describes what they do: 

We start our celebration of the Sabbath at 4:00 Pm on Sunday and we begin it symbolically by unplugging our

computers, turning off our mobile phones, disconnecting our house phone, and turning off every information gadget that we

own. For the next 29 hours we don’t receive any calls and we don’t make any. We are on a cyber-fast, non-contactable, off

the wheel, unavailable. At 9:00 Pm on monday night we end our Sabbath we began it, symbolically: we break our cyber-fast

and fire up again our phones and our computers and begin answering our messages. We get back on the wheel for another

week. Sometimes making ourselves unavailable like this irritates our families and friends, but if we are to celebrate Sabbath,

given our pressured lives, this pulling away is the most important single thing that we have to do. It’s either that—or working

7 days a week!

When I was young both our churches and our culture still took the concept of Sabbath (for Christians, especially the

idea of not working on Sunday) more seriously. A popular question was always: what are you allowed to do on a Sunday and

what are you not allowed to do? mostly this focused on different kinds of physical labor: may you work in your garden on a

Sunday? may you harvest your apples tree on a Sunday? Today, I worry less about gardening or picking apples on a Sunday.

The more important issue is: can we step off the treadmill of phones and computers on Sundays and be genuinely available

to celebrate Sabbath?

Sabbath, as Wayne muller tells us, is time off the wheel, time when we take our hand from the plough and let god

and the earth care of things, while we drink, if only for a few moments, for the fountain of rest and delight. Today that

plough looks a lot like a mobile phone or a computer.

unplug from technology, and stop and smell the roses!

csa 2020

A handful of people have asked about the annual Catholic Services Appeal this year.  The Archdiocese of detroit

decided to delay the appeal until now, due to the governor’s executive order to “stay home, stay safe” in the midst of the

Covid-19 crisis.  you will be receiving a letter later this month from the parish encouraging your participation in this annual

appeal.

sOMe QuestiOns tO POnDeR? 

Why is it that when someone tells you that there are one billion stars in the universe you believe them, but if they tell you

there is wet paint you have to touch it to check?

Why does Superman stop bullets with his chest, but ducks when you throw a revolver at him? 

Stay safe. Stay optimistic. Stay healthy!
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We’re all in this together
COVId-19 has affected the blood supply. donations are down

because facilities that normally host blood drives remain closed.

Saint Kenneth’s social hall will be open to accept your donation on

August 16th. Be a life saver and make an appointment. 

Please Put a BlOOD DOnatiOn On YOuR calenDaR FOR

sunDaY, august 16th BetWeen 7:30 aM anD 1:30 PM. 

every day, the American red Cross helps patients battling disease,

illness and injury.   Together, we can help to ensure patients have

access to blood.  There is no known end date in the fight against coronavirus. during these uncertain times, we

ask that you make a donation appointment for August 16th. We need all the help we can get.

your time is valuable. The red Cross has implemented some new procedures recently to streamline the blood

donation process. By scheduling an appointment, the red Cross can assure that sufficient staff will be available

to accept your donation. 

The red Cross follows the highest standards of safety and infection control, and volunteer donors are the only

source of blood for those in need.  All donors will have their temperature taken prior to donating.  For the safety

of our donor community and in accordance with CdC guidelines, all donors are required to wear a face covering

or mask.  Please bring one to your donation. If you do not have one, a mask will be provided to you. 

To make the best use of your time please use rapid Pass prior to your donation.  you can make an appointment

at redCrOSS.org Or call Sue at (734) 420-3235 to schedule or with any questions.

Thanks for your ongoing support of patients.

PaRish neWs Page 3

Women’s spirituality group
As we move forward into the known unknown, we are revising our schedule for the

remaining of this season to complete the universal Christ as a group to the extent that

this is possible. We will have 3 meetings on Zoom on the 3rd Fridays of July and August at

11 am for those who want to participate in an online forum. rebecca Viola will send out

the link prior to the meeting time.  On July 17, Chapters 13 - It Can’t Be Carried Alone,

Chapter 14 - The resurrection Journey, Chapter 15 - Two Witnesses to Jesus and Christ;

On August 21, Chapter 16 - Transformation and Contemplation, Chapter 17 - Beyond

mere Theology: Two Practices, and the  epilogue and Appendices.

We still have the option for those who are willing to write a brief summary regarding:  if this book challenged,

enriched, confirmed or confused you?  And specifically, in what way? By the end of August,  please send your

responses to Sally at spin@wowway.com who will then collate them and send them to each of us whether we

responded or not. 

In September we will be using mystic Caryll houselander’s book, “The reed of god”. Please order it on your own.

Peace and Love, 

Sr.  Arlene
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Please Pray for our Military...In gratitude for the sacrifices of our loved ones in the

armed forces and their families, please submit the name and service branch of those currently

serving our country and we will pray for these brave people. Please email

bulletin@stkenneth.org and they will be listed on our website. If you would like a hard copy of

the list, please call Paula Steele in the Parish Office and one will be mailed to you.

Irith Abada

Susan Anderson

elia Argirokastritis

michael Barath

Art Belloli

Pete Benard

don Benz

Lorie Benz

Keith Birkenhier

debbie Blazewski

marie Bobrowski

rich Bonk

margaret Callaghan

miller Caroselli

Pam Cavanaugh

Caterina Cianferra

Cindy Cipolla

robert grayson

Jerry gwizdz

Jim haar

Fred hallway

michelle heaton

Jackie hodges

Bob Jensen

gail Jensen

Kevin Kalnasy

greg Kiesgen

george Klepack

Katherine Lee-Kramer

Kathryn malinowski

Patricia manke

Arlene martin

Bill massey

Sr. gertrude maurer, CSJ

Kenneth mcPhail

John meneguzzo

Lisa meneguzzo

Bonnie meyerand

mike miller

Tom moore

Brady morgan

marilynn murphy

John Natoci

James Noetzel

Tom Neu

Shelby Otto

helen Owen

John Owens

Thomas Pawley

darrell Peltier

david ramirez

Jim reinhart

Bernadine robinette

ryan romanczuk

Barbara Sabatini

Schinker Family

John Sczepanski

debbie Semik

Savannah Sharp

Alan Smyth

Julie Smyth

Cliff Sulick

Art Sumeracki, Sr.

Art Sumeracki, Jr.

Cole Trembath

Stephanie Turner

John Voisinet

Bryce Wehde

diane Werenka

martha Wideman

Taylor Williams

Lewis yugel

Nicole Zapinski

Patti Zulkiewski

Please pray for...

it's time!!! Virtual VBs is coming the last week

of July.
It will go live on Facebook each day of that week at 10:00 Am for

elementary students and 11:00 Am for middle School students. The

programs will be available at any time after that for viewing at your

convenience.

registration is required to receive information about the links and

activities. There is no fee but donations will be happily accepted! 

Please go to www.resurrectionvbs.com and click regISTer. Also check out

the resurrection VBS Facebook page. you will need to LIKe this page in

order to watch the "Live" premiere each day.

have a blessed summer and see you at Virtual VBS!


