
 

Meeting Minutes – April 14, 2020 

Parish Council Meeting 

St. Kenneth Vision Statement: “To become an increasingly welcoming and inclusive parish 
Centered in the Gospel of justice, love and compassion.” 

During this “Stay Home, Stay Safe” situation, the meeting was held via video conference in compliance                
with Executive Order 2020-15, issued by Michigan Governor Whitmer, temporary authorization of            
remote participation in public meetings and hearings.  

Brian Owens called the Parish Council meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

Members Present: Father Tom Belczak, Deacon Denny DeVooght, Bob Bobrowski, Jim Bourdganis, John             
Dankert, Tracey Emmanuel, Joe Henderson, Mike Hennen, Kristen Holt, Brad Neilson, Rich Noelke, Brian              
Owens, Carol Parker, Tom Thomas and Judy Torosian 
 
Absent: None 
 
● Opening Prayer:  Brian Owens 
 
● Approval of the Minutes: Motion by Rich Noelke and seconded by Brad Neilson to approve the                

March 10,  2020 minutes.  Motion passed. 
 
●  Administrative Updates:  

● Parishioner Feedback: Many positive comments relative to broadcasting mass via YouTube.           
Appreciative of the opportunity to participate through our own church, priests, music, etc.             
which is so comforting during this time of uncertainty. 

● General Input: Fr. Tom expressed that the Easter mass had 2,100 views, and thus was seen by                 
more through technology than when the church is open. Neilson stated that as successful as the                
video masses are, they will be discontinued once we are allowed back in church as we do not                  
want to lose the specialness of gathering. Fr. Tom agreed and noted that our worship               
experience will likely change i.e. communion cup, sign of peace, etc.  

●  New/Continuing Business:  
● Owens expressed that this is not a typical meeting. We don’t have an agenda; he wanted us to                  

connect and check in with each other. Owens asked each council member to share how they                
and their families have been coping with the Stay Home order during this pandemic.  
 
Some comments included: good to see friendly faces through the video masses, family pets have               
joined in to watch mass, this is difficult for the elderly and the isolation they feel, afraid of                  
catching the virus, difficult to work from home, childcare issues, concern for the loss of church                
offerings and how it is/will affect assisting the needy and paying the church bills, parishioners               
ability to make ends meet, everyone is walking and biking more than ever! Many are sewing                
masks to share with frontline workers and those who need them. John Dankert said that Jim and                 
Gayle Snider should be commended since they have made 100’s of masks. Fr. Tom said they                
have made a lot of masks for clergy. The Sniders’ are in need of elastic for the masks. Neilson                   
said you can open up a bungee cord for elastic. Judy Torosian said loops can be crocheted, too.  
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Some suggestions included: accelerate marketing efforts for online gift giving, encourage Zoom            
meetings to keep in contact, establish ministry to reach out to elderly in parish - use Flocknote                 
to advertise, sharing the link to video masses is a wonderful outreach to unleash the gospel and                 
the more that view, the more who may end up joining our parish. Owens also suggested that the                  
parish share links to mental health assistance on the St. Kenneth website. Fr. Tom asked Owens                
to share links as he is in a better position to have access to helpful information.  
 
Deacon Denny shared that his daughter was diagnosed with stage 1 uterine cancer, had surgery               
and began chemotherapy. They had been in Illinois last month to support her and the family has                 
been staying in touch with Zoom meetings during this time. Deacon also noted that Matt Burke                
had passed away on Easter Sunday. Because of pandemic, no funeral is permitted however              
family could meet at the cemetery after burial to pray together. The Men’s group is meeting                
through Zoom on 04/16 at 7 p.m. and they are creating a Facebook page for the group to keep                   
in touch.  

 
●  Commission Reports: NO COMMISSIONS MET DUE TO STAY HOME ORDER. 

● Finance: Rich Noelke did share that with the AOD’s permission, St. Kenneth applied for the SBA                
Payroll Protection Program loan that provides funds for employee payroll. Fr. Tom submitted             
the application today for the second round of stimulus funds. St. Kenneth’s Credit Union,              
Vantage One, is not a participant so the application was submitted to Flagstar Bank. Flagstar               
notified that they had received the application and accepted it. Kristen Holt noted that Flagstar               
is a good bank and if the Finance Commission/Fr. Tom has any questions about the process she                 
can help as she is a financial counselor. Holt reminded that the 8-week clock for loan forgiveness                 
starts right away.  

 
Building Project Update: Brad Neilson reported that work has stopped with the current situation.              
Landscaping is a big part of what’s left to be done. Completion will certainly be pushed out by a few                    
months. 
 
Father Tom’s Prerogative:  

● Initial 3.5 weeks have been rough with regard to the number of deaths in our parish. Father                 
cannot visit, no scripture, no mass, can only sprinkle grave with holy water and have to come                 
back later to honor deceased and family. 

● Feeling for all workers in hospitals, grocery stores, etc. Times are tough.  
● Good to see all of our faces; miss social interaction with morning mass participants, staff, etc. 
● Finding new ways to be a community 
● Compliments received on masses and outreach - it’s what makes our parish the best. Thankful               

for the love.  
 
Adjournment: Next Meeting is May 12, 2020 

Opening Prayer:  
Closing Prayer:  

 
Closing Prayer:  Deacon Denny 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracey Emmanuel, Co-Secretary 
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