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Meeting Minutes – December 10, 2019 

Parish Council Meeting 

St. Kenneth Vision Statement: “To become an increasingly welcoming and inclusive parish 
Centered in the Gospel of justice, love and compassion.” 

 
Tracey Emmanuel called the Parish Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Members Present:  Father Tom Belczak, Deacon Denny DeVooght, Bob Bobrowski, John Dankert, Tracey 
Emmanuel, Joe Henderson, Mike Hennen, Rich Noelke, Brad Neilson, Brian Owens, Tom Thomas and 
Judy Torosian 
 
Absent: Jim Bourdganis, Kristen Holt, and Carol Parker  
 
Opening Prayer:  Fr. Tom 
 
Approval of the Minutes:  Motion by Bob Bobrowski and seconded by Brian Owens to approve the 
November 12, 2019 minutes.  Motion passed. 
 
Administrative Updates:   

● Parishioner Feedback:  None 
● General Input:  Thanks to Tracey Emmanuel, Brian Owens and Carol Parker for their service as 

Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary for this past year. 
 
New/Continuing Business:   

● Welcome new Council Members:  Judy Torosian, Tom Thomas and Kristen Holt; and alternates: 
Mark Bierley, Gerri Meritt and Erin Bressler 

● Selection of Officers:  Brian Owens, Chair; Bob Bobrowski, Vice Chair; and Tracey 
Emmanuel/Judy Torosian, Co-Secretaries 

 
Commission Reports: 

● Christian Service Commission:  John Dankert advised that Christmas activities are in full swing.  
Giving tree gifts are due by 12-15.  The food drive will contribute to St. Christine (canned meats) 
and St. Vincent DePaul (for food baskets).  The cookie walk was a huge success--$2,400 was 
raised and will be split between the Youth Group and St. Dominic.  The Commission plans to 
divide the Christmas Giving Tree work performed by Lorraine Andary into three positions. 
Lorraine Andary wants to train the replacements as she is leaving after 2019.  The Salvation 
Army Kettle Drive is being coordinated by Jerry Mies. 

● Education:  Brian Owens advised that the Education Commission will not meet again until 
February, 2020. 

● Worship:  Art Belloli retired.  Work is headed by several people who work together on their 
various aspects of Worship:  Music, Altar, Lector, Art Environment. 

● Evangelization:  St. Kenneth is continuing with Unleash the Gospel and looking for one or two 
people to coordinate. 

● Stewardship:  There are two functions under Stewardship:  Facilities—Brad Neilson and an open 
position for Fundraising.  Brad is developing a maintenance plan for the church to include 
weekly, bi-weekly, monthly and annual maintenance projects. 
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● Finance:  Rich Noelke advised that the Finance Commission met on November 25.  For the 
month of October, average weekly collections were $25,300. The third year of the Let Us Rejoice 
campaign has 740 pledges of $1,375,000.  New pledges subject to matching funds are $410,000.  
The CSA refund in January is expected to be at least $400,000.  October 2019 mass attendance is 
greater than 2018 mass attendance.    

 
Fr. Tom had a training session for the Eucharistic Ministers.   
 
No chairs are to be set up in the gathering space for any masses, including any of the Christmas masses.  

Church capacity is 820. 
 
Fr. Tom is not opposed to temporary coat racks but nothing permanent. 
 
Building Project Update:  Brad Neilson reported 

● There were 209 items on the punch list.  According to the GC. 208 items are completed but 
according to Brad, only 175 items are completed. 

● Another punch list meeting will occur when JS VIG says they are done (but they have already 
disconnected from the project). 

● Fine tuning the HVAC program system.  Brad continues to work to get this corrected. 
● Money has been retained to complete landscaping in the spring 
● Bond money should be returned from Wayne County, Plymouth Township and Certificate of 

Occupancy bonds 
● Some windows and doors need to be replaced.  Originally installed doors were made to open 

inward, which is against fire code. 
● All aluminum (except at the entry) needs to be replaced in the spring due to faulty acid wash 
● Neuman Smith took professional pictures and gifted them to the church with the condition that 

acknowledgment credit is given to the photographer. 
● Water in sacristy is cold. 
● Sound system has various controls that need to be marked to identify their locations. 

 
Father Tom’s Prerogative:   

● We anticipate a tremendous attendance at Christmas Eve masses.  Current scheduled masses 
for Christmas are 4, 6 and 10 p.m. on Christmas Eve and 9 and 11 on Christmas morning. 

● Special thanks are extended to the Building and Finance Commissions for all of the work and 
time they extended during the church renovation project and working with the Archdiocese of 
Detroit! 

● Kathleen Harrington passed away and the funeral is on Thursday, December 12. 
● Thanks are extended to all parishioners for their patience during the renovation project. 
● Reconciliation services are coming up. 

 
Adjournment: Next Meeting is January 14, 2020 
  Opening Prayer:  Judy Torosian 
  Closing Prayer:  Tracey Emmanuel 
 
Closing Prayer:  Brad Neilson 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 


